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“REPORT OF THE INQUIRY INTO THE SHIRE OF SHARK BAY” 

Statement by Minister for Local Government 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Local Government) [12.13 pm]: I inform the house of the 
“Report of the Inquiry into the Shire of Shark Bay”, prepared by persons authorised under part 8, division 1 of 
the Local Government Act 1995.  

On 21 May 2009, the Director General of the Department of Local Government authorised an inquiry into the 
Shire of Shark Bay on matters concerning the manner in which open and accountable procedures were 
administered; the appropriate means of dealing with ongoing relationship difficulties between elected members 
and staff; the appropriateness of the shire’s provision of public funds for the defence of a prosecution for 
financial interest breaches; and other relevant matters.  

The inquiry report was completed in accordance with section 8.13 of the Local Government Act 1995. The 
report makes 20 findings that concern the actions of individual persons and the Shark Bay council as a whole and 
its processes. Relating to these findings are six recommendations for the shire to improve its approach to 
governance. The shire will be presented with the report and is required to provide written advice to me on the 
actions it has taken to give effect to the recommendations.  

I note that in October 2009, there was a local government election and that the majority of councillors referred to 
in this report were not re-elected. The Shire of Shark Bay also has a new chief executive officer. The report 
observes that the new council should not be tarnished with the actions of the previous council, and I support this 
recommendation. The Department of Local Government will provide the shire with appropriate support and 
advice to assist it to implement these recommendations. I expect the council and the new CEO will take on this 
advice to ensure that they look to the future with a high standard of governance and that their actions are always 
undertaken in the best interests of the community.  

I table the document titled “Report of the Inquiry into the Shire of Shark Bay. 

Authorisation of Publication — Motion 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: Legal advice has been received that to provide parliamentary privilege for the release of 
this report, it must be published by Parliament. Consequently, I move — 

That this house authorise the publication of the “Report of the Inquiry into the Shire of Shark Bay”.  

Question put and passed. 

[See paper 2848.] 
 


